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The composition of the working age 
population (15+) by labor force status

• Source: Lao Statistics Bureau 2017

Working age 
population:
4,758,031 

(65%)

Labor force:
1,940,230  (40%)

Out of labor force:
2,817,801 (60%)

Employed:
1,757,733

Unemployed:
182,497 (9.4%)

Own-use 
production worker:

2,455,328
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Laos’ Key labor market indicators 2017

Indicators 2017

Working age population 4,758,031

Labor force 1,940,230

Employment 1,757,733

Labor force participation rate (%) 40.8

Unemployment rate (%) 9.4

Composite rate of labor underutilization (%) 25.8

Youth unemployment rate, aged 15-24 (%) 18.2

Share of wage workers in total employment (%) 32.4

Average gross monthly income, employees (Laotian Kip) 2,481,000 
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Labor force by education attained, geographical 
area and sex (2017)
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Employment by industry, sex and 
geographic area (1,000)
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Employment by occupational group, sex 
and geographic area (1,000) 

Occupation Total M F Urban M F Rural M F

Manager 189 78 112 116 47 69 73 30 43

Professional 138 62 76 87 36 51 51 26 26 

Technician 46 29 17 37 22 15 9 7 2

Clerical 34 21 13 26 16 10 8 5 3

Services and Sales 180 64 116 118 39 79 62 25 37

Agricultural, 
Forestry & Fishery

697 367 329 141 73 68 556 294 262

Craft & Trade 198 117 81 99 61 38 99 56 42

Machine 
Operators

77 64 13 43 37 5 35 27 8

Elementary 
occupations 

135 89 47 75 45 30 60 43 17

Total 1,758 939 818 779 405 374 979 535 444
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TVET Delivery System

• MOES manage 22 TVET institutions and 9 
IVET schools.

• 78 national private schools delivering TVET 
diploma-level courses in English, IT, business, 
mechanics, food processing, automotive and 
electrical engineering.

• MOLSW runs 6 skills development centers 
offering short and long term training courses 
in IT, auto repair, carpentry, furniture, 
garment, electronics, electricity, hospitality 
and construction
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TVET at Ministry and Organization
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Graduates from TVET by field of training 
(2010)

Source: Lao People’s Democratic Republic, LFS, 2010. 
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The way forward

• How to bring the out of labor force into the 
employment

• Setting up Labor Market information (Industry 
linkages)

• Involved stakeholders (PPP): CCI, LWU, LRYU, 
LFTU, etc.

• Revise and Develop “new” curriculums
• Financial support to poor people that meet certain 

selection criteria
• Update / create Laws and Decrees 
• Equitable access and flexibility of training (On the 

job / DCT)
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ຂອບໃຈ

Kob Chai Lai Lai

Thanking you very much 

for your kind attention


